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Definitions: 
1. Farm building means a building or part thereof which does not contain a residential occupancy, and which is 

associated with, and located on, land devoted to the practice of farming, and used essentially for the housing 
of equipment or livestock, or the production, storage or processing of agricultural and horticultural produce or 
feeds  (See Appendix A) 

 

2. Low Human Occupancy (as it applies to farm buildings) means an occupancy having an occupant load of not 
more than one person per 40 m2 (431 ft2) of floor area during normal use. 

 
3. Occupant Load means the number of persons for which a building or part thereof is designed. 

 
A-1.1.3.2 Farm Building: 

Farm buildings as defined in Article 1.1.3.2 include but are not limited to produce, storage and packing facilities, 
livestock and poultry housing, milking centres, manure storage facilities, grain bins, silos, feed preparation centres, 
farm workshops, greenhouses, farm retail centres, and horse riding, exercise and training facilities.  Farm buildings 
may be classed as low or high human occupancy depending on the occupant load.   
 
Examples of farm buildings likely to be classed as low human occupancy as defined in Article 1.2.1.2 of the 
National Farm Building code of Canada are livestock and poultry housing, manure and machinery storage facilities 
and horse exercise and training facilities where no bleachers or view area are provided. 
 
Examples of farm buildings likely to be classed as other than low human occupancy include farm retail centres 
for feeds, horticultural and livestock produce, auction barns and show areas where bleachers or other public facilities 
are provided.  Farm work centres where the numbers of workers frequently exceeds the limit for low human 
occupancy will also be in this category.  It is possible to have areas of both high and low human occupancy in the 
same building, provided that the structural safety and fire separation requirements for high human occupancy are 
met in the part thus designated. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

An application to construct, renovate or add to an Agricultural Building that does not exceed the provisions of 9.40 
of the Ontario Building Code, or is not greater than 4800 m2  (51,668 ft2) of floor area, or does not contain an other 
occupancy, or is not low human occupancy, in the Township of Springwater, may include but is not limited to 
the following forms, drawings, specifications, support documents, fees, deposits and charges (unless specifically 
waived by the Chief Building Official): 

� Always required 
��  May be required 

 
� Application for a permit to construct or demolish 
� Entrance application from the Township of Springwater  OR Entrance approval from the County of Simcoe OR 

 Entrance/Land Use approval from the Ministry of Transportation 
��  Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority approval 
��  Nutrient Management Strategy or Plan 
� Proof of ownership  OR  Letter of Authorization from owner to agent 
� Septic System design  OR  sanitary sewer system  OR  engineered sewage system 
� Site Plan ** 
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Drawings and Specifications 

��  Architectural Drawings including Foundation floor plan or slab on ground plan; floor plans; cross sections; all 
elevations; conventional floor and roof plans 

��  Engineered elements including any pre-manufactured component such as, but not limited to the following:  
Trusses, LVL and Parallam beams, studs and columns, I-joists; wall panels, railings, steel beams, posts, 
studs and joists etc. 

��  Structural Drawings including detailed sections and specifications unless outside Part 9, in which case 
drawings must be engineered 

��  Mechanical and Electrical Drawings including detailed sections and specifications which may include, but are 
not limited to the following: 
��  Air Conditioning 
� Building Code Data Matrix 
��  Electrical including: 

• Emergency Lighting 
• Emergency power 

��  Fire Fighting provision including:   
• Water Storage 

��  Heating 
��  Plumbing 
��  Private Water 
��  Refrigeration 
��  Sanitary Sewer or Sewage Disposal 
��  Ventilation 
 

Fees, Charges and Deposits 
� Building Permit  
� Development Charges – These charges are not applicable in regards to agricultural buildings provided they 

are not used as a commercial operation, but may include:: 
� County of Simcoe Charges 
� Education Charges – Public 
� Education Charges – Separate 
� Township Charges 
� Township Area Charges 

��  Entrance Fee 
��  Lot Grading Deposit (may be refundable) 
��  Lot Grading Approval fee (Begins January 2007) 
��  Plumbing fee 
��  Property Identification Number fee 
��  Sewage System Connection fee 
��  Septic System Permit fee 
��  Water Connection fee 
��  Water meter fee 
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**Site Plan Checklist 
Details on Site Plan may include but are not limited to the following information: 
 
� Description of Property including: 

� Lot and Concession numbers and/or Lot and Plan numbers and/or Reference Plan and Part numbers 
� Lot dimensions and lot area 
� North Facing Arrow (eg  N    ) 
� Street Name and Number 

� Dimensions of all buildings, area of all buildings  
� Distance between all buildings and structures 
� Location of:   

� all buildings (including dimensions to each property line) 
� any natural or man made watercourses, lakes, ponds, pools, reservoirs, rivers, streams and springs 
� driveways 
� neighbouring septic systems 
� neighbouring water wells (including depth and type) 
� septic system (including all dimensions) 
� services (eg. water & sewer lines, telephone, gas, hydro lines etc.) 
� vegetation and trees 
� water well (including depth and type) 

 


